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In May 1974 twenty-four distinguished scientists, doctors and philosophers met to discuss freely a topic divided into four sections: the analysis of scientific method and the logic of scientific discovery; patterns of creativity in animal and human behaviour; creativity in the biological sciences; the dynamics of creativity. Only four papers were presented formally and recorded here, and most of the time was devoted to discussion also reproduced. The end result is a fascinating conversation on a problem of general scientific and medical importance by men who, during their own careers in the biological sciences, have manifested inspired creativity. Throughout, a considerable amount of historical data is called upon and discussed, especially in the first section where philosophical concepts underlying the evolution of science are considered. In the fourth session, psychological and cultural factors were concentrated on, in view of the fact that motivation and environment play determining roles in the way in which a scientist plans his research.
Historians of medicine will find this book most rewarding, and it should, in fact, be required reading for them. The only criticism concerns the absence of a summary
